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sharp sauce to a cloyed stomach ; it will give you a new
edge, Rhodophil.

Rho. And a new point too, Doralice, if I could be
sure thou art honest.

Dor. If you are wise, believe me for your own sake:
Love and religion have but one thing to trust to; that's
a good sound faith. Consider, if I have played false,
you can never find it out by any experiment you can
make upon me.

Rho. No? Why, suppose I had a delicate screwed1
gun; if I left her clean, and found her foul, I should
discover, to my cost, she had been shot in.

Dor. But if you left her clean, and found her only
rusty, you would discover, to your shame, she was only
so for want of shooting.

Pala. Rhodophil, you know me too well to imagine I
speak for fear; and therefore, in consideration of our
past friendship, I will tell you, and bind it by all things
holy, that Doralice is innocent.

Rho. Friend, I will believe you, and vow the same
for your Melantha; but the devil on't is, how shall we
keep them so ?

Pala, What dost think of a blessed community betwixt
us four, for the solace of the women, and relief of the
men?- Methinks it would be a pleasant kind of life:
Wife and husband for the standing dish, and mistress
and gallant for the dessert.

Rho. But suppose the wife and mistress should both
long for the standing dish, how should they be satisfied
together ?

Pala. In such a case they must draw lots \ and yet
that would not do neither, for they would both be wishing
for the longest cut.

Rho. Then I think, Palamede, we had as good make
a firm league, not to invade each other's propriety.2

Pala, Content, say I. From henceforth let all acts
1 Scoured ?                         * As often = " property."